CHAPTER       EIGHT
'What was it about?'
'The theme concerned a woman who decided that
the only way she could express her personality was to
offer herself to every man who came along/
'I see. What others?'
'Well . . :
'Did you try to do anything about The Green Hat?
'The Green Hat? No, It was suggested to me,
of course, but we did not feel that we could get a
conviction/
'Yet you would hardly call that a moral book,
would you?*
'Certainly not. But the immorality is suggested
rather than stated. And sometimes a magistrate is
not too eager to read between the lines/
'And The Presidents Daughter? I should have
thought a book which showed an ex-President of the
United States to have lived with a woman other than
his wife, over a period of years, would have been the
first to be suppressed/
'We have not taken action over that book,* said
Mr. Sumner.
I did not take notes of any other suppressed books
or plays. However, I remember that Mr. Sumner
told me he had suppressed a magazine called
Snappy Stories, and a minute later added that he had
been instrumental in the suppression of that beauti-
ful and delicate play, The Captive - a play whose only
fault lay on the side of reticence.
It was through our discussion on The Captive that
I became interested in the working of Mr. Sumner*s
mind. I caught sight of a pile of paper-covered
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